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6. Abstract

Prince Bishop Julius Echter von Mespelbrunn, whose long reign over the bishop-
ric and the principality of Wiirzburg lasted from 1573 until 1617, has often been
charged with involvement in the witchcraft trials that took place during that period.
He has even been smeared as one of the »Franconian witch hunters«. A careful in-
vestigation into the actual role of this Prince played in these events has, however,
remained a desideratum. What role did Julius Echter play in the trials which took
place mainly at the end of his life and reign? Hitherto unknown or little known
archival sources require a new investigation into Julius Echter’s attitude toward
witchcraft and suggest that the bishop, who has usually been regarded as a witch
hunter, should be seen instead as someone who acted much more carefully regar-
ding those accused of witchcraft.

This is the first monograph to examine in detail the causes for the witchcraft
trials during Echter’s reign in the prince-bishopric of Wiirzburg, evaluating dif-
ferent factors and actors in these events, among whom the bishop was of course
the most eminent but by no means the only one. Along with Echter’s family mem-
bers and his friends, officials and counsellors, the study pays close attention to the
other princes and territories in the region and their possible influence on politics in
Wiirzburg and investigates literary and religious innovations and their effects on
the »witch craze«. The author shows that the main drivers of the »craze« were the
local populations of specific towns and villages, even though their demands could
only succeed in cooperation with members of the territorial, but mainly local elites.
In addition, he gives detailed attention to two central sources: The Zwo Hexenzei-
tung from 1616 and Jacob Roeder’s diary-like Schreibkalender from 1617 have been
repeatedly regarded as key documents, or even as crucial proof of Bishop Julius
Echter’s supposed misogyny and hatred for witchcraft. Placing these sources in a
new and wider context, the study provides a comprehensive setting for this prince
and his personality in his times.
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